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INTRODUCTION. 



In these pages will be found some remarks on 
National Defence, followed by a suggested system of 
instruction, founded on practical experience in training 
raw levies, which would, I feel certain, if administered 
by properly qualified instructing officers, render our 
Volunteer corps, or Local Militia, a valuable aid in 
the successful defence of their country against all the 
nations of the world united as our enemies. 

After suggestions regarding primary instruction, a 
few simple Battalion movements, such as are constantly 
required in presence, of an enemy, are herein given, 
followed by directions for some Inverted Formations, 
the practice of which, by corps who have been suffi- 
ciently long embodied, is strongly recommended as 
being greatly calculated to give officers and men 
quickness and confidence in the field. 



VI INTRODUCTION. 

The receipts arising from the disposal of these pages 
are to be appropriated towards the funds of the follow- 
ing Volunteer corps : — 

The corps formed in the Parish in which I reside in 
London, and in which I am enrolled — The St. George's 
Volunteer Rifles : The corps of my district, the Queen^s 
Rifles : The London Scottish Rifles : and Captain 
Bousfield's corps of Lancashire Rifles. 

I consider the latter to have been the immediate 
cause of the late Government's having issued the 
Circular authorising the formation of Volunteer corps ; 
as in consequence of Captain Bousfield having offered 
to the War Minister, through me, the services of a 
body of gentlemen, I stated, in forwarding the offer to 
General Peel, as follows : — 

" A number of gentlemen^ connected with Liverpool^ 
whose offer to form a Volunteer corps in 1857 vms in- 
judiciously refected by the Government of that day^ are 
now most anxious to renew the offer of their services, 
provided I could ascertain the probability of their ac^ 
ceptance at this momentous crisis. In the event of the 
Governments accepting the services of the patriotic 
gentlemen in question^ and holding out encouragement to 
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otlijGrt to form iimilar corpi^ lam asiUrcd that thres or 

four hundred tlwmand would Boon enrol tliemnelvee an 

Votunteerif and under judicioue instruction they would^ 

« 

tn a very ehort time, efface the ridicule and disgrace to 
which Oreai Britain has been subjected in Europe^ in 
consequence of the defective state qf our defences havinff 
so repeatedly led to the expression of fears of invasimi*^^ 
And after giving a quotation from tho lotter which 
was addreraed by the late Duke of Wellington to Sir 
John Burgoync, I said, " Mont anxiously do 1 pray 
that Iter Mqjesty^s Oovernment may give serious con' 
sideration to the warning that was given by the most 
experienced warrior who etwr served the British Croum,** 

To tho above I received the following reply from 
the War Department, dated 13th May, 1869. 

*' / am directed by the Secretary qf State for War to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter ofi%th ultimo^ and 
to acquaint you thai a Circular has been ismedfrom this 
Department^ informing Lords Lieutenants qf Counties qf 
the conditions on which Her Majcsty^s Oovernment will 
recommend to Her Mctjesty the adoption qf the services 
of Volunteer corps in their respective counties* 

(Signed; " rosslyn;' 






Tin INTRODUCTION. 

Thus, after having for eight years urged the fonn-* 
ation of Volunteer corpe and other defensive bodies, I 
was at last gratified in learning the adoption of a 
system I had so long and so warmly advocated, as the 
sure means of rendering us internally invulnerable at 
all points. 



REMARKS 

ON 

NATIONAL DEFENCE. 
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Since 1852, 1 have frequently and warmly urged on 
different Administrations, the formation of Volunteer 
Corps of Artillery, and of Foot and Mounted Rifle- 
men, (beside other defensive bodies hereafter alluded 
to,) under the conviction I entertain, that we possess 
the ready and ample means of rendering ourselves 
invulnerable against invasion, by giving our adult 
male population an organization that would enable 
them not only to prove most eflUcient in garrisoning 
the arsenals and dockyards, and in manning the coast 
batteries, but likewise in acting as most useful auxi- 
liaries to our regular forces in the field ; which latter 
should always consist of, at least, one hundred thousand, 
men for internal defence and providing reliefe for India, 
the Colonies, and the garrisons of Gibraltar, Malta, 
and the Ionian islands.* 



* The only fortiflcatioDS required, are fbr the protection of our 
arsenals, dockyards, and archires, together with batteries for the 
defence of important harbours. Capt. Sleigh's Essay on ** Floating 
Sea Barriers and Batteries/' and his remarks on " Ambulant 
Bastions/' are deserving of careful consideration. 

b3 
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I haye also strongly advocated the establishment, 
on the accessible sections of our seaboard, of batteries 
of moyement powerfully horsed, consisting of six 
heavy or Armstrong guns each, at such parts on the 
coast as would ensure the concentration, within a very 
short period, of three of these batteries at any point 
threatened. 

The present Yeomanry Cavalry, if greatly aug- 
mented and formed into mounted riflemen, might 
advantageously co-operate with them ; besides being 
otherwise most usefully employed in the field. 

A continuous coast railway and electric telegraph, 
with numbers of platforms, turn-tables, and shuntings 
constructed for moving the batteries on and off the 
rails at various places, would afford the means of 
rapidly transporting and concentrating batteries of 
movement.* 

If effect were given to the above, we could not be 



* The Militia Artillery might be rendered admirablj adapted 
for maiming coast defensive batteries of movement ; thereby leaving 
all the Royal Artillery available for service in the field. Some of 
these corps are already perfectly fit for being so employed, and the 
whole might soon be rendered so if every facility for instmction 
were afforded to them» as should be the case. But this miforta- 
nately has not been done. At this moment, an artillery regiment* 
whose efficiency has been frequently reported, is employed in 
guarding convicts, with no time for artillery practice of any kind ! 

An officer of, I think, the Fifeshire Artillery, stated in a humour- 
ous letter, that, as during the late war, they had neither garrison 
nor field guns for the instruction of the corps, they mounted an old 
pump on some old carriage, for the purpose of showing the artillery 
men where the muzzle and the vent were placed. 
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otherwise than internally secure at all points, even if 
our enemies acquired an overwhelming superiority at 
sea ;— but for the protection of our commerce, (upon 
which we are dependent for the greater part of our 
revenue,) and other vitally important imperial interests, 
our naval force should equal that of all the rest of the 
globe. 

Any additional taxation for' the accomplishment of 
the above should, under existing circumstances, be 
considered by all prudent men to be the payment of 
a wise and necessary premium of insurance for the 
protection of their properties and liberties. 

In our North American Provinces, as well as in the 
Republic of the United States, all able-bodied men 
from 16 to 60 years of age are enrolled in a local 
militia, or in volunteer corps, and are liable to fine 
or imprisonment for non-attendance.* 

Why should the inhabitants of the British Islands 
not be equally prepared to protect their families, 
properties, and liberties, and to defend their country 
against invasion aud insult ? More particularly when, 
as the late Duke of Wellington said, ^' steam-pro- 
polled vessels can now approach all parts of the United 



* In Nova Sootla, the arms of the Local Militia were kept in 
battalion or company depdti, or in posaeiiion of the men ; according 
to locality and other circumstancei : a similar system might be 
adopted in Qreat Britain and Ireland. When a sufficient number of 
firearms cannot be Bupplied* a good long pike is an excellent weapon 
to charge an invader with, at thi moment of hii endeavouring to put 
his foot on British ground, 
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Kingdom, at all seasons and at all times of tide ;'^ 
and when France, Russia, and Spain, are actively 
engaged in increasing their naries. 

All in Government employment should be obliged 
to serve in a Volunteer corps ; and bankers, merchants, 
ship-builders, railway companies, and shopkeepers 
ought to require their clerks and others employed 
by them to do the same. The police should be 
rendered an efficient defensive body. No station or 
appointment should exempt any man between the 
ages of 16 and 60 (except volunteers) from being 
enrolled in a Local Militia, and incurring a fine for 
non-attendance.* It would be most unjust that any 
one should be exempted from the performance of a 
national duty of so vitally important a character as the 
defence of his country.t All able-bodied men above 
60 years of age should be enrolled in a Sedentary 
Militia, for the protection, Mn cases of emergency, of 
the immediate neighbourhood of their domiciles. At 
all our public schools ihe boys might, with great 



* A forage cap and a dark-coloured Holland blouse, with the 
number of the corps marked on them, would be sufficient for the 
Local Militia. If wished, the blouse might be worn over other 
clothes. It is to be regretted that the uniform of some of the 
Volunteer corps is far too expensive, as many fine young men, who 
were most anxious to enrol themselves, have been prevented from 
so doing in consequence of the expense. 

t The welfare of the country requires that great care should be 
taken not to give rank to officers of IrreguUrs, which might place an 
excellent old officer of the Line tmder th« command of a totally 
inexperienced man. 
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advantago, be taught military oxorcises and rifle 
practice. At some large schoolfi in the United States 
I saw the pupils perform battalion movements with 
great precision, under the command of one of the 
boys ; and the youths of the West Point Military 
Academy march about the country, and encamp for a 
few days every year. 

Under a general national defensive organization such 
as is above alluded to, when every man's services 
would be rendered available for the protection of hi$ 
locality^ no enemy could assail any part of our coast 
without his landing being instantly opposed and pro- 
bably prevented ;* and if he by any chance succeeded 
in effecting a disembarkation, his destruction would be 
the result While on the other hand, without the 
organization of the inhabitants for the protection of 
their several localities, we are, as was the opinion of 
the Duke of Wellington, *' constantly liable to insult, 
and to have contributions levied upon us along the 
whole extent of our seaboard ;'' besides the posbibility 
of much greater and more disgraceful disasters. 

It is out of the question to suppose that our Line 
and regular Militia could be distributed so as to afford 



* InitruotioDi regarding the mesturei to be taken in removing 
women, children, proyisioni, forage, cattle, and carriages fVom the 
neighbourhood of any tection of the country attacked or menaced, 
and with reference to many other important matters connected witlt 
the defence of the country, thoold be placed in poueniou of Lords 
Lieutenant, and by them communicated to the Deputy Lieutenants, 
and the Magistracy of their respective counties. 
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immediate protection to all the parts of our extensive 
coast which might at any moment be assailed, and the 
people themselves should therefore be prepared to 
repel an invader, or to keep him in check until the 
arrival of support. 

About 1850, the Duke of Wellington wrote to Sir 
John Burgoyne as follows : — " I have endeavoured to 
awake the attention of different Administrations to the 
defenceless state of our country. We hear a great 
deal of the spirit of the people of England, but un- 
organized and undisciplined, that spirit, opposed to 
the fire of musketry and cannon, and the sabres and 
bayonets of disciplined troops, would only expose those 
animated by such spirit to confusion and destruction. 
I hope the Almighty may prevent me from being the 
witness of a tragedy which I cannot persuade my 
contemporaries to take measures to avert." 

Should such a tragedy, or anything approaching to 
so great a calamity ever take place, in consequence 
of the non-adoption of proper precautionary measures, 
how awful a responsibility would be incurred by any 
Government that had so culpably neglected its duties ; 
and more particularly when, from the antecedents of 
the despotic and irresponsible ruler of a powerful 
neighbouring nation, the most serious consideration 
and watchfulness were demanded on the part of a 
Ministry. 

I am therefore anxious to show that no difficulty 
exists in giving a degree of instruction to our male 
population, sufficient to utilize them in materially 
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aiding the regular Army and the regular Militia in 
the successful defence of their country. 

In bodies of Volunteers and Local Militia consisting 
of one company only, instruction in battalion move- 
ments is out of the question ; but it is indispensable 
for their efficiencyi self-protection, and for inspiring 
confidence in themselves, that they should bo well 
instructed in the company drill laid down from page 1 
to page 47 of the 8vo. edition of the " Field Exercise," 
as well as the light infantry drill, for which directions 
are given from page 209 to page 222 of the same 
book ; besides which much time should be annually 
devoted to musketry instruction, under instructors 
who had passed at Hythe, on days and at hours most 
convenient for them. 

If irregular rifle corps were well grounded in the 
above, and carefully taught when in extended order, 
which should generally be their formation, to take 
advantage of every wall, hedge, bank, tree, bush, and 
every other kind of cover, they would, from their over- 
whelming numbers, oppose to an invader such an 
irresistible body of efficient riflemen as should anni- 
hilate the enemy's skirmishers. They should likewise 
be instructed in barricading and loopholing houses 
and churches, and in acquiring a perfect knowledge of 
the roads and the features of the country in the neigh- 
bourhood of their operations ; as such knowledge would 
not only enable them more successfully to act against 
an invader's skirmishers, but also against his columns. 

To render a volunteer rifleman, even though he 
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may be an unerring shot, able to act as a really effi- 
cient independent unit in defending his country, he 
must he taught to act as a unit composing a part of the 
military machine, and to yield, ready and implicit 
obedience to all the commands of his superiors. In a 
country where hedges and other enclosures obstruct 
the view, a company of volunteers might suddenly 
find, themselves close to a body of disciplined enemies, 
when they imagined themselves to be hundreds of 
yards distant from them. In such a case, without 
being previously drilled and practised in concentration 
and mutual support, their destruction would be 
inevitable. 

It is unquestionable that an irregular rifleman 
should generally act at as great a distance from an 
invader as is consistent with his fire telling with 
effect; but some persons imagine that a volunteer 
rifleman should never approach nearer to an enemy 
than 600 yards. If so, he might be altogether useless 
in many parts of an enclosed country like England, 
where he might not have a chance of seeing his enemy 
until he appeared within a few yards of him. 

It is highly probable that in future warfare, owing 
to the improvements in ** arms of precbion," troops 
will never advance by daylight any great distance 
over open ground, to attack a position when they are 
exposed to the fire of rifled cannon and musketry. 

Henceforth, it is likely, no position will be assailed 
unless the movements of the offensive body, to within a 
short distance of the point of attack, can be concealed 
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frota the observation of the enemy, either by the 
features of the country or by fog. Should such cover 
not be afforded, the attack will undoubtedly always take 
place so that the enemy's position may be reached at 
daybreak. Under such circumstances even a first-rate 
volunteer rifle shot would be comparatively of little use 
in defending a position in the field, unless he had been 
sufficiently instructed to act in a formed body ; while, 
if he had been so instructed, he might be of great 
service in occupying a part of the position. 

When corps consist of some companies they can, in 
the course of a few days, acquire a knowledge of the 
simple battalion movements that are generally required 
in the face of an enemy ; but when embodied for a 
considerable time there is no difficulty in perfecting 
them in all the movements of a battalion. 

When I was appointed, in 1825, to command and 
instruct a large body of Local Militia in Nova Scotia, 
I found to my very great surprise on my arrival in 
that country, that there were only four days allowed in 
the year for training. It therefore became my duty 
after due consideration, to establish such a system of 
drill as I thought the most likely to prove beneficial, 
in the course of the above-mentioned very limited 
period allotted for the annual assembly of the Militia ; 
and on the fourth day of their annual training, they 
were able to move in brigade with troops of the line. 

Although their movements were not made with the 
perfection of regular troops in regard to cadence and 
precision, yet their formation?: were as quick and as 
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cohesive^ leaving no intervals in coming into line ; and 
sometimes their changes of position were made with 
more rapidity than those of the regulars, in consequence 
of their movements being simple instead of compound. 
For example : — in forming line on the leading company- 
of a column right in front, the remaining companies 
were ordered by the commander of the Militia batta- 
lion, Right slwulders forward: Quick March; and, 
on their completing a wheel of four paces, Forward^ 
followed immediately by Left half turn; and, when 
they ^aA gained sufficient ground to the lefi; to enable 
the captains to march direct to their points in line, the 
battalion commander ordered Front tum^ on which 
each captain conducted the right of his company to the 
outward (the left) flank of the preceding company, 
and there ordered Xc^ shovlders foruxird : Halt^ Dress 
up. The Militia therefore gained all the tdme that 
the regular troops lost, by the latter wheeling back the 
remaining companies Four paces, before they proceeded 
to form line on the leading company. 

On my first going on the parade of one of the Militia 
corps, I saw at once that if I could not enforce implicit 
obedience in regard to silence, steadiness^ and attention 
to instruction, it would be impossible for me to be of 
any use to them during the four days of their meeting 
for training. I therefore addressed them as follows : — 

"I have been sent from England for the purpose of 
giving you instruction to enable you successfully to 
defend your families and properties, in case of the 
invasion of your country; but unless I receive from 
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you all the aid I require it will be impossible for me to 
be of service to you ; and should I find this to be the 
case, I shall think that the sooner I leave you and 
return to England the better. There are some things 
that a recruit can do as well as a veteran. They are, 
when on parade, being silent ; keeping his eyes and ears 
open, devoting his whole attention to the instruction 
given to him, and not moving a hand» a foot, a head, or 
an eye, after the word attention is giveny except by 
word of command. Now, if you act as above, I am 
quite sure you will be astonished with, and proud of, 
the progress you will make during your four days' 
training.*' 

The result more than equalled my expectations. 

In Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, where they are 
enrolled in the Local Militia from the ages of 16 to 60, 
the militia laws authorise fines or imprisonment for non- 
attendance and other offences. At first I found it 
necessary in Nova Scotia to exercise the authority 
I possessed in that respect, but in a very short time 
scarcely any such necessity ever occurred. 

If thoroughly competent and judicious officers are 
selected, possessing the tact and courtesy that are 
required in dealing with volunteers; and who had 
passed a careful examination, with reference to their 
qualifications, at the school that should be established 
for their training as ^^Instructors of DrillJ^ I do not 
see why the Volunteers and a Local Militia in Great 
Britain should not make as much progress in a short 
time, as the Militia of Nova Scotia did. 
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But Volunteer corps Bhould devote many more days 
to drill than a Local Militia would be required to do ; 
as the former would possess the advantage of not being 
called out in the Local Militia, or obliged to serve in the 
regular Militia, in the event of there being n ballot, as 
should be the case for that latter force. 

It should however be here observed, that the Nova 
Scotian colonists are not only physically fine men, but 
that from their being accustomed on their farms to turn 
their hands to all kinds of work, they acquire a sharp- 
ness and intelligence far superior to men who confine 
themselves to one kind of employment, and they 
therefore possess greater aptitude in receiving military 
instruction than a Local Militia in this country might do. 
But from the constitution of a Britbh volunteer force, 
the men composing it should, at least, equal the Nova 
Scotians in aptitude. 

When Volunteer and Local Militia corps assemble 
only for a few days annually, the primary course of 
instruction should be similar to the one that was 
pursued in regard to the Militia of Nova Scotia ; it 
was as follows : — 

The position of the soldier. Standing at ease. 
Attention. Eyes right and left. Eyes front. The 
facings. The position in marching. The halt. 
Dressing. Stepping out. Stepping short. Marking 
time. The side or closing step. Changing feet. 
The quick march. File marching. Wheeling in file. 
From file forming company to the front, right, right 
about, and left about. Countermarching by files and 
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by ranks. FonnatioDs of fours^ and marching in that 
order. Wheeling and shoulders forward in company 
line. The diagonal march. Extending and closing. 
Advancing and retiring in extended order. Th^ 
rallying square. The Manual and Platoon ;'*' and the 
enforcement of the most perfed: obedience^ silence^ steadi" 
nesSf and attention ; as with these, more can be done 
in one day, than could be done without them in 9, 
fortnight ; and I believe that this is the great secret, 
in rapidly pushing forward recruits. 

The Militia of Nova Scotia acquired, in the course 
of a couple of days' instruction, sufficient knowledge of 
the above to enable them to act in unison when 
formed in company; while they were at the same 
time taught habits of implicit obedience to orders; 
a matter of no small importance towards rendering 
volunteers a useful and efficient force. 

It should be laid down as an imperative order, 
never to be departed from by any military body 
formed in close order, that after the word attention^ no 
officer or man should ever move any member of the 
body in the slightest degree except by word of 
command ; and any disobedience of that order should 
be invariably attended with some kind of penalty. 

It ought however to be well borne in mind, that 
soldiers never should be kept at attention longer than 
is absolutely necessary, as when they are unnecessarily 
so kept, it becomes irksome, fatiguing, and annoying 



* Directions for the above will be found in the " Field Exercise." 
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to them. I have always thought it a great mistake 
to keep men mider arms doing nothing; and when 
any long delay occurred in putting a battalion in 
movement, I invariably ordered them to pile arms and 
to walk about on the reverse flank of the column, or 
in rear of the line ; such a system I found greatly to 
promote the perfect steadiness of the soldier after the 
command '^ attention.^ 

When only a few days in the year can be given 
for training, the battalion movements taught should 
be of the most simple kind, and such as are constantly 
required in presence of an enemy : — Formation of line 
from column, and of column from line. Changes of 
front in line. Deployments. Wheeling in close column. 
Formation of squares, and the Light Infantry move- 
ments laid down in the Ist, 2nd, Srd, 4th, Sth, 6th, 
7th, Sth, 9th, 14th, 15ih, 16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th 
Sections of the 4th Part of the " Field Exercise." 

But long embodied Militia regiments, should con- 
stantly be practised, when at exercise, in every kind of 
movement and formation, and in every possible manner 
in which the flexible military body is capable of per- 
forming them. In the exercise of thoroughly well- 
drilled corps, the execution of movements should be 
rapid, the cautions and words of command as short 
and as few as possible ; and a new movement should 
frequently be instantiy commenced on the completion 
of a preo^ing one. 

When a battalion is practised as above, it can never 
be taken by surprise in any formation suddenly 
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ordered) (as I have seen to be the case in a regiment 
before an enemy,) and it can be worked in every 
manner in the field as one of the most perfect of 
machines. 

Although in the practice of all well-drilled corps 
the cautions and words of command should be as few 
and as short as possible, yet they should, when in the 
field, in presence of an enemy^ be given in the most 
deliberate, explanatory, and decided manner. 

Changes of position were generally made by the 
Nova Scotian Militia by the march of companies in 
fours, or in file, or in Indian file, when obstructions on 
the ground required it ; and their changes of front 
and formations of line from column, and column from 
line, were made with great quickness and cohesiveness. 
Volunteers and Local Militia should be greatly 
practised in such formations, as being the most likely 
to be performed by them with celerity and correctness, 
particularly when acting in a locality much covered 
with wood, and where obstacles are numerous. I 
have seen it suddenly necessary, in presence of an 
enemy, to move a company in Indian file, the space 
between the obstacles not admitting of a larger front. 

I witnessed a lamentable instance of the conse- 
quence of a corps having been suddenly required, in 
action, to perform a movement in a manner difierent 
from that in which it was accustomed to execute it, and 
it was only extricated from confusion^ and saved from 
destruction, by the coolness and presence of mind of 
its commanding officer. 
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Too much attention cannot be given in rendering 
Volunteers and Local Militia, perfect master of Fours j 
and of all the file movements of a company from its 
flanks and centre, and of all formations from that 
order. This proved to be most advantageous in 
the instruction of the Nova Scotia Militia ; and in the 
drill of that force, I found the march in Fours to be 
the formation the most likely to insure correctness 
and compactness in deployments and changes of 
position ; I therefore altogether abolished Threes ; and 
I find that this has lately been done in the army. 

For men assembling only for a few days in the 
course of the year, I consider the command Right, or 
Left, shoulders forward, when wheeling on a moveable 
pivot, to be far preferable to the word Wheel. 

When a very short period is only allowed for the 
annual drill of a corps, at least nine hours daily 
should be devoted to it, with intervals for rest properly 
selected. During sultry weather the hottest hours of 
the day should be avoided as much as possible, and 
replaced by those of early morning or late evening: 
Independent of the days annually given for obtaining 
the necessary knowledge of military discipline and 
movement, ample time must be devoted, as already 
observed, to musketry instruction. This can be done 
by companies, or sections of companies, at their several 
localities. 

With regard to battalion movements, the instruction 
of officers and Serjeants in them is much facilitated by 
their being occasionally placed in front of the regiment, 
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when exercising, near the commanding officer, who 
dbonld explain the movements to them. There is no 
reason why an intelligent and attentive officer, after he 
has been six months serving with his regiment, should 
not be perfectly at home in moving a battalion on 
parade. An intelligent old private might be taught to 
do so in the course of a few days: so simple a matter is 
it, that all that* is required is judicious instruction and 
practice. I saw a country gentleman, on the 26th day 
of the^r^^ training of the Lancashire Artillery, move 
the battalion on parade as well as most field officers of 
the Line; and that Militia corps, within the same 
period of 26 days of its first training, during many of 
which it rained nearly incessantly, was able to perform 
any movement that a regular infantry regiment could 
do ; while, as artillery, the men exercised, loaded, and 
fired garrison and field guns with quickness and 
precision, without the occurrence of the slightest 
accident.* 

After the following company and simple battalion 
movements, directions are given for some inverted 
formations, the practice of which, by corps whi^h have 
been for some time embodied, is calculated to give 
officers and men smartness and perfect confidence in 



* The foUowing is an instance of the facility with which in^strac- 
tion can be given to apt recmits. On the first day of the first 
training of the Lancashire ArtiUery, as it was wished immediately 
on fheir assembling to address the men, they formed, after a few 
explanatory words, a four-deep square from column as quickly and 
correctly as any regiment could do. 

C ^ 
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the field ; as I found to be the case when I was in 
command of a regiment, during which period it was 
occasionally formed so as to represent three battalions 
of a brigade, having an acting commanding officer, a 
major, and an adjutant to each, with the adjutant 
of the corps acting as major of brigade ; and this 
practice likewise proved to be most instructive to the 
officers. 

In support of what has been said regarding the 
facility of judicious and energetic officers giving new 
levies organization, instruction, and discipline, it may 
be observed that the raw French conscripts were 
successfully opposed to regular troops at the com* 
mencement of the revolutionary war ; and that the 
British auxiliary force which was assembled in Spain, 
under Sir De Lacy Evans, in 1836, suddenly collected 
together from mechanical and agricultural labours, 
efficiently co-operated eleven days after its formation 
in an important service, <the relief of Bilbao ; and a 
few months afterwards stormed and carried a strongly 
entrenched and formidable position, defended by a 
gallantf enthusiastic, send experienced enemy ; while 
the moral conduct of the men, the result of the 
discipline so quickly given to them, more than equalled 
that of any troops that the old officers serving with 
them had ever seen in the field. 

The artillery of the above force, which was under the 
command of Lieut.-Colonel Colquhoun, an energetic 
officer of the Royal Artillery, attained in the course 
of a few months a high state of discipline and effi- 



NATIONAL DBFBNCE. 27 

ciency, and their practice was the terror of the enemy ; 
and this is considered to be the arm the most difficult, 
and requiring the longest time, to instruct. 

As in Canada, the United Kingdom should be 
divided into Volunteer and Local Militia districts; 
and these bodies should be formed in battalions, bri- 
gades, and divisions; all being respectively placed 
under the orders of men who may be considered likely 
to prove the most efficient and useful in command. 

In conclusion. The only fortifications required in 
addition to those alluded to in the note at the first 
page, are the stout hearts and strong arms of our 
population; and besides their being rendered good 
marlssmen, they should be much practised in using 
their arms in hand-to-hand struggles, — such as are 
likely to occur when they may be defending any post 
they are ordered to maintain. 



c2 
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FILE MOVEMENTS. 

Athoroughly perfect knowledge of all file move- 
ments greatly accelerates the instruction of ofiicers 
and men, and should be accordingly much practised. 

At Sections 30, 31, and 32 of the Ist Part of the 
" Field Exercise," directions are given for marching in 
file and for formations from that order ; but when a 
company is marching in file right in front, no direc- 
tions are given for On the leading file left about form 
company ; or, when marching in file left in front, for 
On the leading file right about form company. 

When a battalion line, on ground presenting ob- 
structions, changes front by throwing back the right 
or left, by the march of companies in file or fours, the 
readiest and quickest manner for each successive com- 
pany to form in the new line, when iis leading file 
reaches the outward flank of the rear rank of the 
previously formed company, is by the command, if 
the right is in front. On the leading file left about form 
company^ on which the leading front-rank man comes 
to the left about, his rear-rank man smartly covering 
him, and the other files form on his left in succession, 
by covering to the left about Should the company be 
marching left in front, the command given is Right 
about form company^ on which the leading frontrrank 
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man comes to the right about, and the other files fonn 
on his right in succession. (See Platen No. 1.) 

INDIAN FILES. 

Should obstructions render it necessary for a com- 
pany marching in file to diminish its front, it receives 
the command Form Indian filesy on which the 
leading front-rank man continues to move on, followed 
by his rear-rank man, and so on by all the other files 
in succession. When the obstacle is passed, the order 
is given Re-form two deep^ on which the rear-rank men 
move up smartly to form abreast of their front-rank 
men ; the leading file continues to move on, and the 
other files close on it by the double march. 



A Company advancing in Single File from the CetUre, 

COMPANY WILL On the command inwards 
ADVANCE IN pACB, the subdivisious, except the 

SINGLE FILE , ^ £i r • / 

PROM THE CENTRE. *^° ^®°^^® ^^^ ^^"^ mwards; on 

the order quick march, the 

INWARDS pace. ^^^ g.^^^^ ^.^^^^j^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 

QUICK MARCH. ^^ ^ ^uc file covcrcd by their 

proper rear rank men. Thus the 
company will move in file, the files 
being composed alternately of two 
front rank men and two rear rank 
men. The supernumeraries move 
in the rear. 
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Should it be necessary to diminish the front to rank 
entire, the command is ^ven Form Indian Jiles^ on 
which the left-hand man of the right subdivision con- 
tinues to move on, followed by the right-hand man of 
the left subdivision ; then the rear-rank man of the 
left-hand man of the right subdivision, followed by the 
rear-rank man of the right-hand man of the left sub- 
division ; and so on in succession, two front and two 
rear-rank men* From this order company line can be 
readily formed to the front, right, left, or rear. 



A Company advancing in Double File from the 

Centre, ^ 

COMPANY WILL On the command inwards 
ADVANCE IN yACB, the Subdivisions face inwards, 

IK>17BLB FILE . /., i 

FROM THE CENTRE. ®*^®P^ *® *^® ^®^*^ ^'^^ 5 OU the 

,«r^»A.«.<, -.«« order QUICK march, the whole 

INWARDS FACE. \ 

move on in double files, the front- 
QUICK MARCH, rank men of the leading file of each 

subdivision inclining outwards suffi* 
ciently to enable their rear-rank 
men to move up abreast of them. 

When obstacles render it necessary to diminish tJie 

frantj when advancing in double files from the centre 

of a company, the command is given Form single file^ 

on which all mark time except the leading front-rank 

men, who continue to move on closing to each other^ 
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fbllowed by their rear-rank men, and the other files 
in the same manner in succession. 

The advantage of advancing in file from the centre 
Uy supposing that one or more companies are advanc- 
ing in line in close or extended order, and an opening 
for the passage of an obstacle presents itself at or near 
the centre, time is gained by passing from the centre 
instead of from a flank ; and on passing the obstacle 
a line, in close or extended order, can be more 
speedily formed to the right and left. 
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BATTALION MOVEMENTS. 

[ The words qf Command given hy the Commander qf the Saitalumf 
are in CapitaU^ and thoee of the Captaine in ItaUes,'] 

Base Points and Caverers. To prevent repetition, 
the instructions given regarding them in the ** Field 
Exercise/' under the 5th, 6th, and 7th heads of 
" General Principles," are referred to. 

As I consider the Command sight (or left) SHOUii- 
DERS FORWARD to he preferable to the word wheel, 
for Irregular Levies when Wheeling on a Moveable 
Fivot ; and having always /outz^ Baw Troops per- 
fectly at home when that Command was given^ I 
therefore adopt it^ as well as the word wheel, in 
the following formations. 

IsT MOVEMENT. 

A Battalion in Open Column Right in Front forming 
Line on the Leading Company. 

» 

FORM LINE ON On the caution, the^ covering 
the LEADING ^^^ ^ Supernumerary serieant of 

COMPANY. xT. 1 J- 1- .i_ 

the leadmg company mark the 
base points, and the captain places 
himself on the right of his com- 
pany. 



BATTALION MOVEMENTS. 



33 



MARCH. 



FORWARD. 



LEFT HALF TURN. 



REMAINING On the word march, the cover- 

tJoMPANiES LEFT jjjg serjeatits run out to mark the 

aiGH™sH0ULDERS ^"^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ *^®^^ respective 
FORWARD. QUICK compatiies in line, and the remain- 
ing companies bring forward their 
right shoulders, (the captains 
changing to the right flank smart- 
ly,) and on their completing a 
wheel of four paces, tlie command- 
ing officer orders forward, im- 
mediately followed by left palf 
TURN, and, when they have gained 
sufficient ground to the left to 
enable the captains to march direct 
to their points in line, front 
TURN, on which each captain con- 
ducts the right of his company to 
the outward (the left) flank of the 
rear rank of the preceding com- 
pany, and then orders Right wheels 
or Left shoulders fonoard, Halt^ 



FRONT TURN. 



Right wheels or 
Left shoulders 

forward, 
Halty Dress up, 

Eyesfront. 



Dress up. Eyes fronL 
In the " Field Exercise," the covering Serjeants are 
ordered to run out when 20 or 30 paces distant from 
the ground their respective companies are to occupy ; 
but with men who are drilled only for a few days in 
the year, it is better the covering Serjeants should 
run out, immediately on the commanding officer order- 
ing QUICK march, as I have above laid down. Induced, 
it might be still better if they did so on the caution 
of formation. c 3 
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On Cfraund where many Obstacles occur, Line may 
likewise he formed on the Leading Company of a 
Column Right, or Left, in Front, by the March 
of Companies in Fours or in File. Suppose right 
in front. 



FORM LINE ON 

THE LEADING 

COMPANY. 



On the caution, the covering 
and a supernumerary Serjeant of 
the leading company mark the 
base points, and the captain places 
himself on the right of his com- 
pany. 



REMAINING 
COMPANIES, 

FOURS RIGHT. 

QUICK MARCH. 



Form two deep. 



Front form 
Company, 
• Dress up. 
Eyes front. 



On the word march, the cover- 
ing Serjeants run out to mark the 
outward (left) flank of their re- 
spective companies in line, and the 
captains lead their companies to 
their several points in line, which 
are the outward (the left) flanks of 
the rear rank of each previously 
formed company. When the captain 
reaches within two paces of the 
alignment, he orders Form tvx> 
deep, and on the head of his com- 
pany arriving at the left of the 
rear rank of the preceding com- 
pany, he commands Front form 
company, and, when formed, Dress 
up. Eyes front. 
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When obstacles on the ground render it difficult to 
inarch, in fours^ the companies should be moved to 
their places in line by the march in file, (or in Indian 
file when increased obstacles render it necessary,) and 
when there arrived, they receive the words Froritform 
Company^ Dress up^ Eyes front. 



2nd movement. 

JFormation of Line on a Central Company of an 
Open Column RigM in Fronts by the March in 
Fowrs or in File, 

FORM LINE ON THB On the cautiou, the covering 
RIGHT CENTRE g^j^j ^ Supernumerary Serjeant of 

COMPANY. xu . 1 / . ^ J 

the nght-centre company mark 
the base points, and its captain 
places himself on its right. 

FOURS RIGHT AND On the words FOURS, RIGHT 

LEFT, or RIGHT ^jjjj Ujjpx, the right wing, except 

AND LEFT FACE. ., ^ r ^. ^ x 

the company of formation, face to 
the left, and the left wing to the 
right 
QUICK MARCH. On the word march, the cover- 
ing Serjeants run out to mark the 
outward flanks of their respective 
companies in the new line, and the 
captains conduct their companies to 
their several points in line; the 
companies of the right wing being 
led to the right flank of the rear 
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Right about form 
Company* 



{See Plate 1.) 



Dress up^ Eyes 
front* 



Front form Com" 

pany^ Dress upj 

Eyes front* 



rank of each previously formed 
company, and when there arriyed, 
are ordered, by their captains 
Right about form Company^ (when 
the leading front-rank man faces 
to the rightrabout and is smartly 
covered by his rear-rank man ; 
the other files doing the same in 
succession, forming on the right 
of the leading file ; not going round 
him^ as is done when a company is 
marching in file right in fronts) 
and Dress up^ Eyes front. 

The companies of the left wing 
are led to the left flank of the rear 
rank of each preceding company, 
and are then ordered Front form 
Company^ Dress upj Eyes front. 



3rd movement. 

A Battalion in Line changing Front to the Right or 
Lefty on a Flank or Central Company^ by the 
March in Company Line. Suppose the formation 
to take place on the right company. 

CHANGE FRONT TO Immediately on the caution, the 
THE RIGHT ON captain ofNo.lwhecls it to the right, 

NO. I. *: . . , 

and the covenng and a supernume- 
rary Serjeant mark the base points. 



BATTALION M0VBMENT8« 



87 



RBMAINZNG OOM- 

PANIES, RIGHT 

WHEEL, or LEFT 

SHOULDERS 

FORWARD. 

QUICK MAROH. 



FORWARD. 



Left shoulders 

forward, 
Haltf Dress up. 

Eyes front 



On the word march, the 
covering Serjeants run out; the re* 
maining companies bring forward 
their left shouldersi and when they 
have completed a wheel of four 
paces, the commanding officer 
orders forward; each captain 
then marches on his point in the 
new line, which is the left flank 
of the previously formed company, 
and when there arrived, he orders 
Right loheelf or Left shoulders for^ 
ward, Haiti Dress up, Eyes front. 



A Battalion in Line may likemse change Front to the 
Bight or Left on a Flank or Central Company^ 
by the March of Companies in Fours or in File. 
Suppose the formation to take place on the right- 
centre company. 



CHANGE FRONT TO 

THE RIGHT ON 

THE RIGHT-CENTRE 

COMPANY. 



On the centre Eight 

wheelj Quick March^ 

Halty Dress^ Eyes 

frorU. 



On the caution, the right centre 
company is wheeled to the right 
on its centre by its captain, and, 
when he orders Eyes fronts he 
places himself on the right of his 
company* The covering and a 
supernumerary serjeant mark the 
base point 
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BEMAiNiNO The companies of the right wing 

60MPANIES FOURS fonn fours to the left, and those 

INWARDS, or r ^1. 1 Ti. • l n. ' 1.4. 

INWARDS FACE. ^^ ^^ '^^ "^^ ^ ^^^ "g^^^' 

QUICK MARCH. On the word march, the cover- 

ing Serjeants run out to mark the 
outward flanks of their respective 
companies in the new line, and the 
companies of the right wing are led 
by their captains to the right flank 
of the previously formed company ; 
when two paces distant from that 
point, each company is ordered 
Form two deep, by its captain Form two deep^ and 

when the leading file reaches the 

right flank of the rear rank of the 

Right-about form P^^^^^ing company, the captain 

Company, Dress up, orders Riff kt-about form Company, 

Eyes front. Dress up. Eyes front. 

The companies of the left wing 
are led by their captains to the 
left flank of the previously formed 
company; when two paces firom 
that point each company is order- 
Form tiDO deep, ed by its captain Form two deep, 

and, when the leading file reaches 

the left flank of the rear rank of 

-, ^ ^ the preceding company, the captain 

^ny, dUbss up, orders Front form Company, Dress 

Eyes front. up, Eyes front. 
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4th movement. 

A Battalion in Line changing Front to the Left on the 
Right Company wheeled hack an its Right (the Left 
Wing thrown back) by the March in Fours or 



in File, 

CHANGE FRONT TO 

THE LEFT, ON THE 

RIGHT COMPANY 

WHEELED BACK 

ON ITS RIGHT. 

No. 1. Riglit about 
face. Left wheel. 

Quick March. 
Haltyfronti Dress. 
Eyes front. 

REMAINING 

COMPANIES FOURS 

RIGHT. 

QUICK MARCH. 



Form ttoo deep. 



Left about form 
Company. 



On the caution, the captain of 
the right company faces it to the 
right-about, wheels it to the left, 
and when the wheel is completed, 
orders Hait^ fronts DresSy when 
the covering and a supernumerary 
Serjeant run out to mark the base 
points. 

On the word march, the cover- 
ing Serjeants run out to mark the 
outward flanks of their respective 
companies in the new lins, and the 
captains lead their companies to their 
several points in the new line, (the 
left of each preceding company,) 
and when two paces from the align- 
ment, the captain orders Form two 
deepj and continues his movement 
until the leading file reaches the 
left flank of the rear rank of the 
previously formed company, when 
he gives the command Left about 
form company f on which the front- 
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rank man of the leading file comes 
to the left about, and the remain^ 
ing files fonn on him (on his left) 
in succession by coming to the left 
Dress up Eyes ^^^^ 5 a-nd, when all formed, are 
frovd. ordered Dress upy Eyesfrord. 



Deployments from Column^ and Formation of Column 

from Line. 

The deployments from column into line, and the 
formations of column from line by the march in fours^ 
was established by me in the Nova Scotia Militia in 
1825; and as it has been lately adopted in the 
" Field Exercise," all that is now required in regard to 
those formations, is to refer to the manner in which 
they are therein laid down, at the 38th and following 
sections, and to recommend that Volunteer and Local 
Militia corps should practise them much. 



Columns countermarching by Files and by Ranks. See 
Section 19, Part 3, of " Field Exercise." 



A Column^ at Close or Quarter Distance wheeling on 
a Fixed or Moveable Pivot. See Section 16, Part 3, 
of " Field Exercise." 
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SQUARES TO RESIST CAVALRY. 

I 

• 

The following sections of the "Field Exercise" 
are referred to : Sec. 32, 1st Part, Company Square ; 
Sec. 33, 1st Part, Rallying Square ; Sects. 44, 45, 46, 
50, and 51, Part 3. 

As no directions are given in the latter section for 
marching hy an angle of any of the faces of a square^ 
the manner of doing it is as follows. Suppose by the 
right angle of the front &ce. 

SQUARE WILL On the word face, the front face 
MABCH BY THE makcs a half face to the right, and 

RIGHT ANGLE OF ,, • u . r u ir r x i.1. 

THE FRONT FACE. ^^ "8^* ^^^^ ^ ^""^^ ^^^^ *° ^^® 

RIGHT AND LEFT l^ft- The rear face makes a three- 
HALF, AND RIGHT quarter face to the left about, and 
AND LEFT THREE ^^ j^j^ f^^^ ^ threc-quarter face 

QUARTERS FACE i_ . i i 

(or INWARDS face). ^ *® ^&^ a^OUt. 

QUICK MARCH. On the word march, the square 

marches by the right angle of the 
front face ; and, when ordered 

HALT FRONT. ^E^^T, FRONT, all the faccs of the 

square face outwards. 

Square from Line. — The most simple and ea> 
peditious manner of forming square from line is on the 
two centre suidivisions. Suppose of six companies. 
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8QUABE ON THE 

TWO CENTRE 

SUBDIVISIONS. 

INWABDS FACE. 



QUICK MABCH. 



HaU^ front 



Sections ovtwards. 



Halt 9 front. 
Right (ibovJtface. 



» r* * 



On the caution, Serjeants run out 
to mark the pivot flanks of their 
several subdivisions in column. 

On the command inwards face, 
the two centre subdivisions close 
inwards by the side step, and 
all except the two centre subdivi- 
sions £ace inwards, the subdivisions 
of the right wing disengaging to 
the lefty and those of the left wing 
to the right On the order quick 
MARCH, the right subdivision of 
No. 3 forms close in rear of its 
left subdivision, and the left sub- 
division of No. 4 forms close in 
rear of its right subdivision. Nos. 
2 and 5 form in column of subdi- 
visions, at section distance, and 
receive the order Sections outimrds. 
Nos. 1 and 6 form the rear face of 
square, by their subdivisions mov- 
ing into column as close as possible, 
in rear of No. 2 and 5, and when 
there arrived are ordered Halt, 
front. Right about face. 



Should a battalion in open column be unexpectedly 
attacked by cavalry^ when there is not a moment for 
forming a square of any hind^ the following order 
should be given — Cavalry outwards ; on which the rear 
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rank of every company faces to the right about, two 
files on the flanks of each company face outwards, and 
the whole come to the charge. When the cavalry is 
repulsed, the companies may be wheeled to the flank 
from which the cavalry retires, and fire. 



CoMPANT Square, when Troops are acting 
AGAINST Mobs. — When troops are so acting, great care 
should be taken to prevent a mob from rushing between 
the divisions of a column. A company marching in 
hollow square is a perfect fortress in such a case. The 
company is ordered Form square on 2nd section; the 
remaining sections are faced to the right about and 
receive the command Riffht and left shoulders fortoard. 
Quick March; on which the 1st section forms the right 
face of the square, the 3rd section the left face, and the 
4th section the rear face ; receiving the words Halt-- 
front ; the officers and Serjeants move inside the square. 
The company advances or retires in that order, and if 
pressed on by the mob the command is given Mob 
outtcardsj on which all face outwards, and come to the 
charge. The company can of course march by the 
front, right, left, or rear face, or by any angle of a face, 
and bring one or more sections into lind on any named 
section, according to circumstances, for the purpose 
of opening a fire. 
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DISPERSING AND ASSEMBLING 

RAPIDLY. 

A battalion should be frequently dispersed on parade, 
and practised, when the close sounds, rapidly to 
form in any order commanded. Suppose in open 
column right in front ; in wluch case the commanding 
officer orders the close to sound, holding up his 
sword at the point where he intends the covering Ser- 
jeant of the leading company to be placed, calls out 
in a loud voice, open' colttmm right in front; 
on which the covering serjeant of the leading company 
runs to him, and all the other covering Serjeants run 
to take covering and distance from the covering 
Serjeant of the front company ; the men running in 
rapidly, and forming in their proper places in perfect 
silence^ on their respective covering Serjeants. An 
advance in line might then instantly take place by 
the command right shoulders forward into 
LINE. QUICK MARCH ; and when in line forward. 

Frequent practice of the above greatly tends towards 
making officers and men smart in the field. 
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ALARM DRILL. 

It is most essential that troops should be practised 
in rapidly turning out by day and night, as they may 
be frequently required to do so in cases of alarm, either 
before an enemy, or on the occasion of fires or riotous 
assemblies. Artillery corps on such occasions should 
be practised in opening a fire in the least time possible. 
The Lancashire Artillery, when called out at night, 
opened a fire from the 83-pounders of the Liverpool 
North Fort, in five minutes by the adjutant's watch. 
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INVERTED MOVEMENTS. 

Although a battalion may possibly never be required 
to execute an inverted movement before an enemy, 
yet it should be well remembered, that an absolute 
necessity for such formations might suddenly occur, 
and that the practice of them greatly tends towards 
making officers and men think of what they are 
about, and renders them expert and perfectly at 
home under every possible contingency in the field 
of action. 

A well-instructed corps, when acting with the rear 
rank in front, or when the companies, subdivisions, 
and sections are inverted, should be able to move with 
the same precision and accuracy as when it is in its 
proper order. 



9 FACE. 



1st inverted formation. 

fFhen a Battalion is required to act with the Rear 

Rank in Front. 

BATTALION On the word face, the battalion 

WILL ACT WITH foces to the right about, and the 

THE REAR RANK «: j • ^ ^, 

IN FRONT officers and Serjeants move smartly 
RIGHT ABOUT to the ucw places they should 

occupy. 



FZATi; 2. 



Sly 
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The commanding officer im- 
mediately orders companies will 

COMPANIES WILL ^ 

NUMBER OFF NUMBER OFF FROM RIGHT TO 

FROM RIGHT TO LEFT, on which the captains take 
^^^T. Qjjg pg^g ^ ^jjg front, face to the 

No 1 Riqht ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^* ^^ * \o\\i^ voice, 

Company. No. 1, Right Company^ No. 2, 

No, 2, Left Xe/3f Company^ and so on, from 

anf rClom "8^* *° ^^^ '^<^' «^*^'^ ^ .'^"°S' 
right to left. replace themselves on the right of 

their companies. 



In the above order, all movements should be per- 
formed with as much precision as if the proper front 
rank were in front. 



2nd inverted movement. 

A Battalion Advancing in Open Column of Sections 

Right in Front may^ on its head emerging from 

a Defile^ possibly find it necessary rapidly to 

form Line on and to the Right of the Leading 

Section. {See Plate^ No. 2.) 

AN INVERTED Ou the cautiou, the covering 
LINE WILL BE ^^^ ^ Supernumerary Serjeant of 

FORMED ON AND ^^ - i .i i • . 

TO THE RIGHT OP ^^^ ^^ °^^^ ^^® ^^ P^'°*®- 
THE LEADING 
SECTION. 
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BSBfAINXNO 

SECTIONB RIGHT 

WHEEL, CT LEFT 

SHOULDERS 

FORWARD. 

QUICK MARCH. 



< 



Left wheels or 
Right shoulders 
forward* 



On the word march, the cover- 
ing Serjeants run out, and the 
sections which liave cleared the 
defile, bring forward their left 
shoulders and form in succession 
on and to the right of the leading 
section. The other sectiqns as 
they clear the defile, bring their 
left shoulders forward, march in 
column in rear of the formed line, . 
and successively come into line 
by the command Left wheel, or 
Riffht ehaulders forward; the 
companies, subdivisions, and sec- 
tions being thus inverted. 



Should it be intended to remain in the above in- 
verted order for some time, the companies should be 
ordered to number off from right to lbft. 

When companies, subdivisions, and sections, are 
unavoidably inverted before an enemy, it is desirable 
they should resume their proper order as soon as 



I 

over- 
i the 
: the 
left 
:$sion 
uling 
Id as 
their 

'h in 
line, 

line 
[, or 

the 
see- 



3 Ml- 



^?55r^. 



proper crdei; orvA 



z 

n:: 
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4\ 



cm^i^ 
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8rd inverted movement. 

Should a Battalion with its Companies^ Subdivisions^ 
and Sections inverted as above^ be required to 
resume its advance in Column qf Sections proper 
Riff hi in Fronty the following Caution and Com- 
mand are ffiven: — 

BATTALION WILL RBSUlfa PROPER ORDER BY 
ADVANCING IN COLUMN OP SECTIONS IN REAR OP 
THE PROPER RIGHT SECTION OP PROPER NO. . 
REMAINING SECTIONS LBPT WHEEL, or RIGHT 
SHOULDERS PORWARD, QUICK MARCH. On which 

the leading Section moves on to the Front, followed by 
the others in Column, and when in Column they re- 
ceire the word forward. 



4th inverted movement. 

JVhen Companies^ Subdivisions^ and Sections are in- 
vertedy with the proper Right Company on the LeJU 
and the proper Left Company on the Right of the 
Liney as in the above ind Inverted Movement^ the 
Battalion may resume proper Order y on any 7iame« 
Section of any Companyy or on the centre Ser- 
Jeanty as follows. Suppose Six Companies. {See 
Plate, No. 8.) 

proper order On the caution, the covering a^^^ 
WILL BE REGAINED j^ supernumerary Serjeant of No. 8 

ON THE proper . ^v , . . 

LBPT SECTION OP S^^cs the basc points. 
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PROPER NO. III., On the word face, proper N08.I, 
^^^« J^^^^«T^N^ 2, and 8 companies (except the 

face to the right ; proper Nos. 4, 5, 
and 6 companies face to the left ; 
the heads of sections disengage to 
the left, and coverers run out to 
mark the outward flank of their 
respective companies. 



QUICK MARCH. 



Bear turuj Halt 
front f Dress «p, 
Eyes fronts , 



Front turn, Haltj 

Dress upy 

EyesfrorU. 



On the word quick march, 
the sections move on to their re- 
spective places in line ; the sections 
of proper Nos. 1, 2, and 3 compa- 
nies being ordered in succession, 
when they arrive opposite to their 
respective places in line. Rear tum^ 
Halt fronts Dress up^ Eyes front; 
the sections of proper Nos. 4, 5, and 
6 companies being ordered in suc- 
cession, when they arrive opposite 
to their places in line. Front turn, 
Haltf Dress up^ Eyes front. 



The above might be done by sections facing inwards* 
and disengaging to the rear, by which the formation 
would take place by all the sections marching in rear 
of the section of formation, instead of some of them 
marching in front of it. But as a battalion of six 
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companies would consist of 24 sections, and one of 
eight companies of 82 sections much time would be 
lost by the outer sections of the battalion being obliged 
to move so far to the rear before they could pass each 
other. Besides which, when a battalion is inverted, 
proper order should never be resumed until the enemy 
was at such a distance as not absolutely to require that 
the section of formation should remain uncovered. 



6th inverted movement. 

fVhm a Battalion is inverted^ as in the above 2nd 
Inverted Movement^ by Companies^ Subdivisions, 
and Sections, the proper Bight Company being on 
the Left of the Line, and it is required to resume 
its proper Order, facing to the rear, on the align" 
ment then occupied by itf it may be done by 
Sections wheeling about on their Bight, Left, or 
Centre, as Jollows (or by each Section counter- 
marching) .*— 

BATTALION WILL On the WOrd MARCH, the 

RESUME PROPER ggctions whccl to the right about, 

and when the wheel is completed 
SECTIONS ON THE ^3 battalion will then be in its 

RIGHT ABOUT 

WHEEL. * proper orderi and facing to its 
-. - .. ^ proper rear instead of its com- 

QUIOK MARCH. '^ \ v j. • • j 

Halt dress panics, subdivisions, and sections 
Eyes front. being inverted. 
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The OrigiTuil Front may be regained^ as follows : — 

BATTALION WILL On tbe cautioD, the centre 
COUNTERMARCH gerjeant wUl mark tbe centre 

ON ITS CENTRE. . . r 4U Ti ** T i.u 

points of the Battalion ; the cover- 
ing Serjeants run out to mark the 
outward flank of their respective 
companies in the line, £Eicing to 
and covering the centre serjeant ; 
the commanding officer orders 

FOURS OUTWARDS FOURS OUTWARDS (OT OUTWARDS 

(or OUTWARDS PACE, if in file), and right and 
FACE, if in file). 

RIGHT AND LEFT ^=" COUNTERMARCH, QUICK 

COUNTERMARCH, MARCH, OR which the companies 
QUICK MARCH, of the right wing countermarch to 

or DOUBLE MARCH. ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^y^^^ ^^ ^^ j^^^ ^.^^ 

to the right ; the companies pass- 
ing each other by the right The 
two centre companies form on the 
centre serjeant, and, when their 
rear files reach opposite to him, 
are ordered, by their captains, 
Front turn : Haltj Front turn : Haity Dress up. 
Dress up, Eyet^ front. The remaining jcom- 
^ ^ panies form on the outward flank 

of each previously formed com- 
pany, and when their rear files are 

Front turn : Hah, ^^. *^ '*• ^^^ "* *^'^«'^' 
Dress up, "7 *"®^^ captains. Front turn : 

Eyes front. Halt, Dress up. Eyes front. 



PLATE 4. 
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6th inverted movement. 

An Open Column^ rrumng with either Flank in Fronts 
forming Line on the March^ to the Right and Left 
of the leading Company. Suppose right in front. 
{See Plate, No, 4.) 



A LINE IN 

INVERTED ORDER 

WILL BE FORMED 

ON THE MARCH, TO 

THE RIGHT AND 

LEFT OF THE 

LEADING COMPANY. 

RIGHT AND LEFT 

WHEEL, or RIGHT 

AND LEFT 
SHOULDERS FOR- 
WARD. 

FORWARD. 
DOUBLE MARCH. 



Eight wheel, or 

Left shoulders 

fonoard 

Forward. 

Left wheel, or 

Riglvt shoulders 

forward. 

Forward, 

Quick. 



On the command Right and 
left wheel, or right and left 
SHOULDERS FORWARD, the lead- 
ing company continues to move 
on; unless otherwise ordered, the 
right companies always bring for- 
ward their right shoulders, and the 
left companies their left shoulders ; 
when they have completed the 
eighth of the circle they receive the 
word FORWARD, and immediately 
afterwards double march, from 
the commanding officer : the com- 
panies are then conducted by their 
captains to their several points in 
line, and when there arrived the 
proper right companies are ordered 
by the captains, Right wheel, or 
Left shoulders forward. Forward; 
and the proper left companies 
Left wheel, or Right slwulders for- 
ward. Forward; and, when in 
line> Quick. 

d2 
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The battalion, when in the above inverted order^ 
can regain its proper formation in column, by forming 
column in proper order on any named company. 



From Column^ Right in Frovd, an inverted line may 
lihewise be farmed^ on the March^ to the Right and 
Left of the leading Company^ hy the March in 
Fours^ or in File when obstructions render it 
necessary. 

On the order fours outwards, 
the leading company continues to 
move on, and, unless otherwise or- 
dered, the right companies always 
form Fours to the right, and the 
left companies to the left, the head 
of each right company making a 
f wheel to the left, and the head 
of each left company a f wheel to 
the right; they are ordered by 
the commanding officer, double 
MARCH, and are conducted by their 
captains to their several points in 
line (the right companies to the 
left of the leading company, and 
the left companies to the right of 
it) ; and, when there arrived, re- 

„ ^ ceive from their captains the words. 

Front form i^ ^ /. i u 

Company. Front form company; and, when 

Quick. formed, Q^ick. 



ON THE FRONT 
COMPANY LINE IN 
INVERTED ORDER 
WILL BE FORMED, 
ON THE MARCH ; 
THE RIGHT COM- 
PANIES FORMING 
TO THE LEFT AND 
THE LEFT COMPA- 
NIES TO THE 

RIGHT OF THE 

LEADING COMPANY, 

FOURS OUTWARDS. 

DOUBLE MARCH. 



. L 
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In all inyerted formations of line from open column, 
to the right and left of the leading or rear company of 
the column, [unless otherwise orderedy the right com- 
panies will hring their right shoulders forward, and 
the left companies their left shoulders forward. If the 
formation takes place hy the march of companies in 
fouTSy the right companies form fours to the right, and 
the left companies to the left. 

In forming an inverted line on the front company of 
an open column, when a battalion is perfect in drill, 
the only caution and command necessary for the com- 
manding officer to give are — line to the right 
AND left of the LEADING COMPANY: Right and. 
left wheels or right and left shoulders forward. 
Forward (or Fours outwards, when the formation 
takes place by the march in Fours). 



7th INVERTED MOVEMENT. 

An open Column^ Right or Left in Front, may form 
an Inverted Line, Facing to the Rear^ to the 
Right and Left of the Rear Company (or Front 
Company) wheeled about on its Centre, Suppose 
on the Rear Company of a Column right in 
front. {See Plate^ No. 5.) 

AN inverted On the caution the rear com- 
line, facing to pajiy ig wheeled about on its 
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THE BEAR, WILL 
BE FORMED TO 

THE RIGHT AND 

LEFT OF THE 
REAR COMPANY 

WHEELED ABOUT 
ON ITS CENTRE. 

On the Centre 

Right^abaiU JVheel^ 

Q. March, 

Halt, dress J 

Eyes-front. 

REMAINING 

COMPANIES 
RIGHT AND LEFT 

WHEEL, or 
RIQHT AND LEFT 

SHOULDERS 
FORWARD. 

QUICK MARCH. 

Forward. 



FORWARD. 



Halt^ Dress up. 
Eyes-front, 



centre by its captain, and the 
covering and a supernumerary 
Serjeant mark the base points. 

On the word march, the cover- 
ing Serjeants run out to mark the 
outward flank of their companies 
in line (the right companies form- 
ing to the right, and the left 
companies to the left, of the com- 
pany of formation) ; unless other- 
wise ordered, the right companies 
bring forward their right shoulders 
and the left companies their left 
shoulders. The two companies 
next to the rear company (the 
company of formation) wheel the 
half-circle and receive the word 
Forward^ from their captains, 
when the wheel is completed. 

The remaining companies wheel 
3/8*^ of the circle, and, when that 
is completed, they are ordered, by 
the commanding officer, for- 
ward. The two companies that 
wheeled the half-circle, on their 
reaching the outward flank of the 
rear rank of the company of 
fomation, and ordered by their 
captains, Halt^ Dress up^ Eyes 
front. 
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The companieB that wheeled 
3/8*^' of the circle are conducted 
by their captains to their several 
points in line, and when there 
arrived, are ordered, by their 
Left wlieelf or captains, the right companies Left 

%Dheely or Left ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ companies Right wheels 

shoulders forward, or Left shoulders forward^ and 

* when on the line of the rear rank 

Halt, Dress up, of ^^ preceding company, Halt, 

Eyes front. Dress up, EyesfroflU* 

From the above inverted line a column may be 
formed in proper order, on any named company, with 
proper right or proper left in front ; or the line 
inverted as above, may resume proper order in line, 
according to the principle laid down in the 4th In- 
verted Movement. 
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REAR WING TO THE FRONT. 

When an open Column^ Rigid or Left in Fronts is re- 
quired to bring the rear Wing to tlie Fronts on the 
exact ground occupied by the Column ; that is the 
rear Company to be brouglit to tlie precise align- 
ment that was occupied by the leading Company ^ 
and vice vers&. Suppose the Column to be right 
in front 

BBAR WING TO On the caution, the covering 
THB FRONT ON serjcants run out to mark the right 

THE GROUND n \ i* % . . . 

NOW OCCUPIED BY ^^^ ^^ *®^^ respective companies 
THE COLUMN, in columu ; the coverer of the rear 

company placing himself on the 
right of the front company, and 
the coverer of the latter placing 
himself on the right of the rear 
company, the remaining covering 
Serjeants conforming. The cap* 
tains change to the right of their 
companies, but will keep outside 
of the covering Serjeants (who had 
placed themselves to mark the 
right of their several companies), 
so that they, the captains, may 
march on the flanks of their com- 
panies without interfering with the 
coverers. 



REAR WINO TO THE FRONT. 



59 



FOURS DEEP AND 
ABOUT. 



On the command fours deep 
AND ABoUTi the rear company 
forms fours, and all the remaining 
companies form fours and face to 
the right about 



QUICK MARCH. On the order quick march, 

they all move on passing through 
each other in their four -deep 
formation. The rear company 
continues to move on until it 
reaches its covering serjeant, who 
marks the exact ground that was 
occupied by the front company, 
and when there arrived, it receives 
Halty Front. from its captain, the word Halt^ 

Frontf when it forms two deep, 
and all the other companies who 
had faced to the rear in fours, 
continue to move on until they 
in succession reach the covering 
Serjeant who marks the ground 
that was occupied by the rear 
company ; and each company on 
arriving at that point is ordered, 
Right about turru by its captain, Biffht about tum^ 

and it then moves on in fours, 
through the fours of the other 
companies, until it reaches its 
point in the column marked by 
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its covering serjeant, when it there 
receives from its captain the com- 
' ' xnand HaUy Fronts on which it 

halts and forms two deep. 

The rear wing of an open column can likewise be 
brought to the front on the ground occupied by the 
column, by its being countermarched by the wheel of 
subdivisions round the centre, and by afterwards 
countermarching the companies by ranks. 
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